Fulton-Montgomery Counties

Driving Evaluation

Youth who wish to drive their horse(s) in Fulton/Montgomery Counties 4-H Horse Camp and Shows must be have their horses and equipment evaluated.  The “NYS 4-H Horse Program Riding Level Evaluation Form” will be used with driving being substituted for riding.  The trot question 1 will be evaluated, but other trot questions and the canter questions will not be applicable.  In addition, youth will be asked to safely accomplish the following driving skills

_____  Stand Quietly

_____  Back easily and quietly

_____  Walk, trot, and halt safely

The following will not be considered acceptable:  Rearing, lunging, balking, bucking, kicking.  Pawing will be discouraged.

The following tack and equipment are required:  

· Approved protective helmet

· riding boots with distinguishable heel

· lap robe or apron (for showing, not necessary for camp or practice)

· gloves (for show, not required for camp/practice)

· appropriate 2 or 4 wheeled vehicle, stable and in good repair

· Standard bridle with or without blinkers, however blinkers are strongly recommended and are required at many shows….
· Snaffle or driving bit (i.e. liverpool or buxton).  Bits may be covered with rubber or leather.

· Cavesson or flash noseband

· Breeching or cups

· Driving whip (must reach the girth/shoulder of the horse.  NOT a riding crop or lung whip)

· Checkreins (overcheck or sidecheck)

· Driving Harness

Optional:  Driving martingales

The following tack and equipment are Prohibited:

· Open-toed shoes, sandals, sneakers, clogs, shoes, or boots with heels greater than 2 inches.

· Clip-on spurs

· Racing sulkies and chariots

· Quarter boots

· Twisted wire or wire bits

· Tail appliances other than a regular low crupper

· Draw reins, side reins, chambon, nose reins, gogue and other similar training devices.  
Please note:  This does not include the use of over check or side check in the Driving Division.

· While not prohibited, it is strongly suggested to only have buckles on the end of reins, not snaps.  Snaps are easily caught on other things and can be a safety hazard that is best to avoid.
Continued on back…………………

· Junior Members must have an adult accompanying them in their vehicle and seniors are strongly encouraged to have an adult with them as well.

· A bridle with reins attached and passed through the saddle terrets must be in place whenever a horse is put to a vehicle. 

· Under no conditions shall a bridle be removed from a horse while it is still put to a vehicle. 

· The horse must never be left unattended while put to a vehicle.

·   No horses are to be tied to trailer/barn while hooked to vehicle and then left unattended.  

· Driver first one in vehicle and last one out.  

· Lines/reins must remain in drivers hands when entering/exiting vehicle.

For more information and specifications on driving, see the NYS 4-H Horse Show Rulebook.  A good source of information on driving is “Harness Driving Manual and Rules for Washington State.”  A copy can be obtained from Bonnie at the Office or from the following website: http://cru.cahe.wsu.edu/CEPublications/em4881/em4881.pdf
Please note:  The rules may be different in Washington State, follow New York State Rules as listed above.
